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If you have lost a loved one because of someone who 
was being reckless, careless, or even malicious, you 
are probably feeling very heartbroken and lost. These 
incidents can’t be fixed and no amount of litigation can 
bring your loved one back, so it’s harder to cope with. 
To seek compensation, it involves medical bills, dealing 

with insurance companies, having your life slipped on its head, and more, but 
we are here to handle it all for you. 

Our Florida wrongful death attorney knows that you need help financially after 
an accident like this and we are here to help you recover it from the negligent 
party who tore your loved one from you prematurely. You did not deserve to go 
through this just because someone else wasn’t doing their job and their due 
diligence. We will go head to head with the insurance company that represents 
the person who caused this wrongful death and we will not stop until they offer 
you the compensation you deserve. If they fight us more, we are willing and able 
to take them to trial. Please call our office today to set up a free consultation 
and let us get right to work for you.

Wrongful Death Accidents
Our firm handles even the most severe of cases. We have experience handling 
every variety of wrongful death cases that victims in Florida have faced. It is so 
important that you have an attorney who has the knowledge necessary to take 
on this case for you. The types of wrongful death cases that we have repre-
sented victims for include:

»» Auto accidents including:

»» Car accidents

»» Truck accidents

»» Motorcycle accidents

»» Bus accidents

»» Pedestrian accidents
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»» Bike accidents

»» Construction accidents

»» Product liability

We know that, with these devastating accidents, it can lead to devastating 
results. They can leave you really struggling to live a normal life and provide for 
yourself and your family. 

Florida Wrongful Death 
Rules
One of the most important things to keep in mind is your statute of limitations. 
In Florida, for most wrongful death cases, you have four years from the date of 
the injury or death to bring your claim. That does not mean that you can sit on 
it for months and call an attorney the day before your limitations runs out. Four 
years may seem like a lot of time, but in terms of personal injury and wrongful 
death cases, it is not. Our attorney needs time to go through discovery of your 
case and plan out how to get you the best possible results. You also want to be 
aware that you have to have the proper person bring a wrongful death claim 
and that takes time to figure out as well. The wisest thing to do is to call an 
attorney as soon as possible after your accident so that evidence doesn’t disap-
pear, witnesses do not forget key details, and we have plenty of time to do what 
we need to do to make this case win.

Next, you should know how the rules of compensation works in Florida. In our 
state, we follow the rules of pure comparative fault. That means there is a lot 
leeway for collecting a reward if there is shared fault in the actual happenings 
of the wrongful death. This will all be negotiated by your attorney and the insur-
ance company. Wrongful death cases break down into two forms of compensa-
tion. There is wrongful death awards and there is pain and suffering awards. 
The wrongful death awards has to do with the lost wages your family will expe-
rience without the help of your loved one as well as any medical bills you have 
had to incur. Pain and suffering is an award that is based on the loved one 
who passed. You will receive compensation for how awful the injury that lead 
to death was and how much that loved one was in aguish before they passed. 



S
t

.
 

P
e

t
e

r
s

b
u

r
g

 
W

r
o

n
g

f
u

l
 

D
e

a
t

h
 

G
u

i
d

e
 

•
 

S
a

l
t

e
r

,
 

H
e

a
l

y
,

 
B

a
s

s
e

t
t

 
&

 
R

i
v

e
r

a

3www.salterhealy.com • (727) 325-5515

The insurance company will always fight you and your attorney on how much 
you will be awarded. The wrong attorney won’t know how to fight back. We don’t 
want to see you get less compensation because you didn’t have the right attor-
ney to help you.

Frequently Asked 
Wrongful Death 
Questions

How Do I Pick the Right 
Attorney?
Tragically, we spoke with someone who had a family 
member who was killed because someone else was 

and they were very concerned about taking care of the family and the children. 
Their question was, “How do I find the best wrongful death attorney?” I told 
them a couple of things that I would look at when interviewing attorneys and 
determining if you want to hire them. 

Does this attorney handle all personal injury cases and, specifically, have expe-
rience with wrongful death cases? There are a lot of attorneys out there who 
handle all types of matters, from real estate, to family law, to contract disputes. 
Those attorneys might agree to take a wrongful death case if you walked into 
their office, but it doesn’t mean that they’re the best qualified. Frankly, even a 
personal injury attorney that doesn’t have wrongful death experience is prob-
ably not the person to hire for such a serious and important claim.

In addition to making sure that the attorney has wrongful death experience is 
to get a board certified civil trial lawyer. The Florida Bar certifies lawyers in the 
field of civil trial if they have been to trial a significant number of times, and 
had the approval of judges and other attorneys that have commented on their 
skill expertise. That puts those attorneys in the top 1% of all attorneys in the 
state for civil trial law and makes them specialists in civil trial law. If you’ve had 
a wrongful death claim with a family member, it just doesn’t make sense to 
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hire an attorney who is not board certified when you can hire a board certified 
attorney. 

The third question is, does this attorney that I’m speaking with go to trial on a 
regular basis? That’s important because the insurance companies know who 
goes to trial and who doesn’t. Their offers and the way that they litigate cases 
is different depending on if they know the lawyer on the other side is a serious 
trial lawyer. Serious trial lawyers are going to get better offers from insurance 
companies and, if the insurance company still won’t be fair, are going to be 
ready to handle your case all the way through trial to get a fair result.

When looking for a wrongful death attorney in Tampa or St. Petersburg, Florida, 
make sure that the attorney you’re talking to has handled wrongful death cases 
on a regular basis, only handles personal injury cases, is board certified in civil 
trial law and does go to trial like the attorneys at our firm.

What Do We Do After a Wrongful Death?
Death caused by another’s negligence or a company’s negligence is a dev-
astating time for a family. Family members are often in the grieving process 
and not thinking about what needs to be done to ensure that the party who is 
responsible for that death is held accountable. It is imperative that, if you have 
experienced a wrongful death in your family, you immediately contact a board 
certified civil trial lawyer with experience in personal injury and wrongful death 
to help you in your time of need.

Having an appropriate attorney there will ensure that any investigation that 
needs to be done is conducted, witness statements are taken, and that anything 
else that needs to be done to ensure that the responsible party for that death is 
held accountable is done. Our firm has extensive experience in handling wrong-
ful death claims. 

Can We Avoid Trial for a Wrongful Death Claim?
I had a client ask me on a very serious wrongful death case, “Are we going to 
have to go to trial on this case, or is there a way that we can avoid going to trial 
on this case?” I told him that, typically, we have to try wrongful death cases if 
the insurance company is not doing the right thing, not being reasonable in 
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fairly evaluating the case, and offering an amount that they should. If that hap-
pens, then we will try that wrongful death case and we’ll ask a jury to do the 
right thing. 

The way to avoid having to go to trial is by being thoroughly prepared through 
depositions and discovery that we’ll exchange with the other side. Also, any 
survivors of the person who was killed in that wrongful death case will be pre-
pared and ready for any depositions or trial testimony that they have to pres-
ent, including any cross examination that might be coming from the insurance 
company. 

We’ll have medical providers, as well as any experts that are necessary for that 
wrongful death case. We will have them ready to go so that by the time we 
get to trial on that wrongful death case, the insurance company will see we’re 
ready and if they’re not going to do the right thing, then we’re going to ask a jury 
to do it for us. 

What Are Common Mistakes 
Made After a Wrongful Death?
We spoke with a family that had a loved one who 
was tragically killed in an accident that wasn’t 
their fault. They had a lot of concerns, and we 
spent a lot of time with them going over every-
thing they needed to know about making this 
claim on behalf of their loved one. One of the 
questions they had was, “What mistakes should 
we avoid making in proceeding with this wrongful 
death claim?” There are a number of mistakes in a wrongful death claim. They 
can be very easy to avoid, but critically important to make sure that they are 
avoided.

It is very important that the cause of the accident and death are documented 
extensively. These are very important claims for every family member, whether 
it’s a car accident or a truck accident, or some other type of accident, it’s 
important that appropriate professionals are sent out to the scene to document 
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evidence, document tire marks if that’s appropriate, take measurements, do 
interviews and determine what all the factors were that led to this accident and 
this death. That needs to take place immediately. 

Most people, when faced with a death, don’t want to get an attorney involved 
for a period of time because they have a number of other things and family 
considerations that they have to deal with. The problem with that is, the scene 
where the accident and the death occurred is going to change immediately, so 
it’s critically important that someone go out there on your behalf, from an attor-
ney’s office, and document all of those things immediately in order to prove 
your claim.

That leads me into the next thing that’s critically important to avoid in a wrong-
ful death claim, and that is hiring the wrong attorney. If you hire the wrong 
attorney for your wrongful death claim, it’s going to be very difficult to prevail. 
You need to hire only an attorney who handles all personal injury cases, has 
experience with wrongful death cases, and is a trial attorney. If you hire some-
body who has no experience with wrongful death cases, they’re not going to 
know the steps to take to maximize the claim for you and your family. 

If you hire an attorney who doesn’t do trial work, the insurance companies and 
defense lawyers are going to know that that lawyer is not willing to take it all 
the way, and the offers and settlement possibilities are going to be very differ-
ent, so make sure that you’re looking for an attorney that exclusively handles 
personal injury cases, wrongful death cases, and is a trial lawyer.

What Are the Steps in a Wrongful Death Case?
Recently, a family came into our office regarding a potential wrongful death 
case. These are the most tragic cases that our firm has to deal with because 
it’s the loss of a loved one. They wanted to know what the steps of the case 
would entail. First, we do our investigation. We find out how the accident hap-
pened and who will ultimately be liable for our client’s damages. We then con-
tact all insurance companies that would be involved. 

When we have gathered all the evidence, witness statements, and photographs, 
we then submit that to the insurance company for what’s called a demand. The 
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insurance company then has 30 days to evaluate the claim. If the initial offer 
that the insurance company makes is unreasonable, then we will file a lawsuit 
on behalf of our clients. 

How Much is My Claim Worth?
In speaking with a family that had a tragic death 
in the family and wanted to bring a wrongful death 
case, one of their questions was, “How do you value 
a wrongful death case?” It’s a very difficult ques-
tion because it gets back to the question, how do you 
value the loss of human life? That’s not easy, but it’s 
something that a qualified wrongful death attorney 
can help you and your family understand. 

The first part of it is economic. What was this person contributing to his or her 
family members through their work and their earnings? That’s a part of the 
claim, and we’ll look at that and be able to get the information, get the proof, 
and provide that to the insurance company. 

The truth is, in most wrongful death cases, the majority of the evaluation of 
what the case is worth is how the loss of this person has affected his or her 
family members. There is a claim for pain and suffering to the remaining sur-
vivors or family members of the person who is now deceased as a result of 
somebody else’s fault.

We’ll interview and speak with children, sisters, brothers, and parents to deter-
mine what this relationship was like. What was this person’s involvement? 
What we find with many of our clients is very close familial relationships. When 
determining the value of a wrongful death case, we get all of that information 
and we’re sure to provide that information to the insurance company and to the 
defense lawyers to make sure that we get a fair settlement for the wrongful 
death case.



S
t

.
 

P
e

t
e

r
s

b
u

r
g

 
W

r
o

n
g

f
u

l
 

D
e

a
t

h
 

G
u

i
d

e
 

•
 

S
a

l
t

e
r

,
 

H
e

a
l

y
,

 
B

a
s

s
e

t
t

 
&

 
R

i
v

e
r

a

8www.salterhealy.com • (727) 325-5515

Should We Take the First Offer?
I had a client ask me, recently, regarding a wrongful death case that she’s 
involved with, “Should we take the first offer that’s come in from the insur-
ance company?” I told her there are a lot of factors involved in answering that 
question but, nine out of ten times, the answer is no. That initial offer from the 
insurance company is going to be low; it’s not going to be in a range that’s fair 
and reasonable to settle the case. Usually, what we have to do is depositions, 
discovery, and get to the courthouse steps. If a reasonable offer doesn’t happen 
at that point in time, then we’ll try the case. 

How Long Will the Case Take?
I had a new client recently contact me about a very serious wrongful death that 
had occurred to one of her family members. One of the many questions she had 
was, “How long is this process going to take??” I told her, like any other wrong-
ful death case we handle, there are different phases we need to go through and 
timelines vary case to case. 

The first phase is called pre-suit. We would be gathering information about how 
the death occurred, their funeral expenses, who the survivors were, and gath-
ering all the information that we need to present the claim to any insurance 
carrier responsible for that wrongful death. 

After we get that information together during that pre-suit time period, we 
would submit a demand to the insurance carrier. If they did the wrong thing and 
didn’t settle that case, then we would file a wrongful death lawsuit. That pro-
cess can be extensive. I told her, as I tell every client, you have to be patient; it 
can take a while. There are depositions that will occur, paper discovery that will 
be exchanged, and there’s always a settlement conference, that will happen 
during that process. At that conference, if, again, the insurance carrier does not 
do the right thing, and try to settle that wrongful death case, then we will go to 
trial and we will try that case.
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Contact Our Florida Office 
Today
If you are looking for the attorney to help you get the compensation you deserve, 
please call our Florida wrongful death attorney today to set up a free consulta-
tion and let us get to work for you. We will make sure you are protected from 
the insurance company. Let us be your champion!
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