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Being involved in a motorcycle accident is a terrible 
scenario. These accidents are brutal and in many cases 
lead to fatalities. If you were lucky enough to survive 
your accident, you still may feel anxious, frustrated, and 
confused. Your life is probably flipped on its head right 
now and you may not know what you need to do in order 

to get compensation. Our Arizona motorcycle accident attorney is here to help 
you along the way. You have every right to contact our firm and hire our services 
to get you the compensation you deserve. Please read up about your case, then 
give us a call to set up a free consultation.

Common Motorcycle 
Accident Injuries
Due to the lack of protection from impact, the potential for serious injury in a 
motorcycle accident is great. You do not have the metal frame that someone 
in a car has, or the airbags to take some of the impact from the collision. The 
most common types of motorcycle accident injuries include:

 » Traumatic brain injury

 » Concussion or contusion

 » Broken bone or fracture

 » Internal organ damage

 » Spinal cord and neck injury

 » Paralysis

What you need to know is that your health is more important than anything else. 
You have to make sure you get your injuries looked at right away. You can visit 
an urgent care center, see your primary doctor, or go to the emergency room 
if need be. Do not delay this procedure as you run the risk of making your inju-
ries worse. You also run the risk of the insurance company who represents the 
liable party trying to throw out your case or reduce your compensation. They 



S
t

.
 

P
e

t
e

r
s

b
u

r
g

 
M

o
t

o
r

c
y

c
l

e
 

A
c

c
i

d
e

n
t

 
G

u
i

d
e

 
•

 
S

a
l

t
e

r
,

 
H

e
a

l
y

,
 

B
a

s
s

e
t

t
 

&
 

R
i

v
e

r
a

2www.salterhealy.com • (727) 325-5515

will try to say that your injuries were not bad enough to get immediate medical 
care or that you got these injuries elsewhere.

Important First Steps  After 
the Accident
If you are not physically able to stay on the scene to collect evidence, you can 
have a friend, family member, or your attorney get on the scene to do it for you. 
If you are too injured to be there, get on the ambulance and let someone else 
take care of this for you. The evidence that needs to be collected includes pho-
tos of all vehicles involved, photos of the scene around the motorcycle, contact 
information from any and all witnesses, as well as the insurance information 
from the driver or drivers who were involved in the accident. It is important to 
have all of this so that your attorney can build you a strong case.

Florida Statute of 
Limitations 
You have four years from the date of your accident to bring your motorcycle 
accident claim. If you wait longer than four years, you will be barred from 
receiving compensation. It is better to talk to an attorney early on so that you do 
not have to worry about that. You also have the added benefit of having your wit-
nesses’ memories be fresher and your evidence less likely to disappear. Giving 
your attorney time to build you a strong case makes it more likely that you will 
get the compensation you deserve.

How Compensation Works
Florida is a pure comparative negligence state. That means you can receive 
compensation even if the insurance company were to blame part of the acci-
dent on you. Florida is more lenient with their cutoff for compensation. You will 
be barred from receiving an award if you are deemed 100%. For any other per-
centage, you will be able to get an award, but it will be reduced. For example, 
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if you are deemed 10% at fault for your accident because you were speed-
ing, and you were awarded $100,000 for your damages, it will be reduced to 
$80,000 to account for your role in causing the accident. We work very hard to 
keep you from getting pinned for any of the blame so that you get full and fair 
compensation.

Do Not Talk to the Insurance 
Company 
The most detrimental mistake you can make is giving a recorded statement to 
the liable party’s insurance company. It is almost guaranteed that you will be 
receiving a phone call from them in which they will claim to be helpful if you 
give them a statement. It is never wise to do so as they are trained to ask you 
questions that put you in a position to say the wrong thing which could ruin your 
case. The best thing you can do is tell them that your attorney will be taking 
over all forms of communication.

Frequently Asked 
Motorcycle 
Accident Questions

How Do I Find the Right 
Attorney?
I was speaking with someone who was cata-
strophically injured in a motorcycle accident in St. 

Petersburg, Florida. The family was most concerned about how to know if they 
were hiring the best motorcycle accident attorney for their family member. 
There are a number of things that are important in determining if you have a 
good, qualified motorcycle accident attorney. 

The first one is if this attorney handles only motorcycle accidents and personal 
injury claims. Certainly, it doesn’t make sense to go to a general practitioner 
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such as someone who handles real estate, foreclosures, or bankruptcies when 
this is an important and serious injury claim. You need to make sure that the 
attorney that you hire handles only personal injury claims and has significant 
experience with serious motorcycle accident injuries. 

One way to check whether the attorney is qualified in this field is to look with 
the Florida Bar and see if the attorney is board certified in civil trial law. That 
requirement to become certified is based on the attorney going to trial on a 
regular basis, getting the approval of judges and other attorneys about their 
qualifications and expertise. It allows them to tell people that they are a spe-
cialist in civil trial law, which is what a motorcycle accident involves. 

If the attorney that you’re speaking with does not go to trial on a regular basis, 
you are not hiring someone who’s going to be able to handle your case as well 
as someone who does. All of the insurance companies know who the attor-
neys are who go to trial and if you hire an attorney who goes to trial on a regu-
lar basis, you’re going to have a case that is handled more appropriately. The 
insurance company is going to take it much more seriously. The defense lawyer 
is going to be much more concerned about that attorney, and your likelihood of 
having a good settlement or an excellent trial result is much better.

What Do I Do After My Accident?
If you’ve been injured in a motorcycle accident, there are a few things that are 
imperative for you to do. The first thing is to contact law enforcement to make 
sure that they document the scene and issue appropriate citations. The next 
thing that you should do is gather all independent third-party witness contact 
information, so that, if there is disputed liability in that case, we can call those 
witnesses to trial to testify on your behalf. 

The next thing that you should do is document any injuries that you’ve sus-
tained. If you have road rash, bruising, or cuts, make sure that those things are 
photographed so that we can help prove your damages at trial. The next thing 
that you should do is to seek immediate medical care. Don’t try to tough it out, 
because any gaps in treatment, from the time of your accident until the time 
you seek medical care, will be used against you by the insurance companies. 
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The next thing that you should do is to hire a competent attorney, specifically 
a board certified civil trial lawyer, who practices only in personal injury law. 
Do not contact the insurance company first, because the insurance company 
personnel are trained to ask you questions that will minimize or eliminate any 
payout that they have to make to you at a later date.

What Are the Steps in a Motorcycle Accident 
Claim?
Recently, someone called us. They were involved in a serious motorcycle acci-
dent. They wanted to know what the steps were in a motorcycle accident. First, 
we want to make sure that our client is getting the treatment they require. 
Oftentimes, I see the most horrific injuries when a motorcycle is involved. We 
want to make sure that our client is getting physical therapy and seeing any 
appropriate special lists. 

Second, we do our investigation. We talk to witnesses, and gather evidence. 
Sometimes witnesses leave the state and evidence disappears. We want to 
make sure that we gather all that evidence and preserve it as quickly as pos-
sible. We also find out who ultimately is going to be responsible for our client’s 
damages. Who was at fault for the accident? What insurance company is going 
to pay for our client’s damages? 

Once our client is stable and has recovered from their injuries, we do what’s 
called a demand to the insurance company. That’s when we submit the evi-
dence, medical bills and medical records, so the insurance company can evalu-
ate our client’s claim. Typically, the insurance company has 30 days to evaluate 
the claim. After those 30 days, they will submit an offer to our office. If that offer 
is reasonable, then we can start negotiations. More often than not, insurance 
companies are not fair with their initial offers and it’s necessary to begin the 
litigation process and file a lawsuit on behalf of our client. 

How Do We Avoid Trial?
I had a motorcycle accident client ask me recently, “Are we going to have to go 
to trial on this case, and can we avoid going to trial?” Trials are stressful and 
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that’s not something clients are usually looking forward to doing. The typical 
reason that we end up having to try a case is because the insurance company is 
not being reasonable. We go to trial if they’re not offering an amount that is fair 
under the light of the evidence and the facts that they see. We ask a jury to then 
do the right thing for our client, and that’s what I told him. 

The way to avoid a trial is by being prepared, not only preparation through thor-
ough discovery and depositions during the litigation process, but also thor-
oughly preparing our client for any deposition they’re going to give for testimony 
at trial. We prepare medical providers to testify if we have to hire them. By the 
time we get to trial, the insurance company will see that we are fully prepared. 
If they won’t do the right thing, then we’re going to ask a jury to. 

Can Preexisting Injuries Affect My Motorcycle 
Accident Claim?
A preexisting condition will not negatively affect you if you’ve been in a motor-
cycle accident and you’ve had injuries worsening or aggravating a preexisting 
condition. Preexisting conditions often explain why people suffer the extent of 
injury that they do. People who have preexisting conditions are predisposed to 
further injury as a result of their motorcycle accident. 

We have extensive experience handling motorcycle accident cases and all the 
insurance issues involving motorcycle accident cases that involve preexisting 
conditions. 

What Are the Most Common Mistakes?
You may be wondering what mistakes you can avoid. The first thing is, as soon 
as the accident happens, and it’s documented with the law enforcement at 
the scene, you need to obtain medical care with appropriate medical profes-
sionals. You need to document those injuries that you sustained as a result of 
the motorcycle accident, either at the emergency room, the walk-in clinic, or 
another appropriate doctor, immediately. If you wait days or weeks, it’s going to 
be used against you, and it’s going to be more difficult to prove your case.
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The other thing you need to do is make sure that you call an attorney before you 
speak with an insurance representative. Insurance representatives are highly 
trained, and their job is to make sure that they minimize what they pay to injured 
people in motorcycle accidents. They can do that in a simple conversation that 
happens the day of the accident by asking you questions that they’ll use against 
you as the case continues. Don’t let that happen. Call an attorney first, so that 
the attorney can deal with the insurance companies. 

Make sure that you don’t hire the wrong attorney. You need to hire an attorney 
who practices personal injury exclusively, and handles motorcycle cases regu-
larly. If you hire an attorney who does family law, bankruptcies, or any other 
type of case, they’re not going to be as experienced in handling these types of 
cases, and they’re not going to be prepared to take your case all the way to trial 
if need be. 

What I tell people in a motorcycle accident case is not to make these mistakes 
as they’re very easy to avoid. Get immediate medical care. Call an attorney who 
is qualified and handles only personal injury and motorcycle accident cases 
before calling anybody from the insurance company. 

How Much is My Case Worth?
I spoke with someone who was on the back of a motorcycle and was injured 
significant as a result of someone else’s negligence when they turned in front 
of the motorcycle. One of the questions she had was, “What’s the value of my 
motorcycle accident case?”

Some of the factors we look at in determining a fair value of a motorcycle case 
include the extent of the injury. If you’ve been in a motorcycle accident, there’s 
a very good chance that you sustained very serious injuries – whether it’s frac-
tures, herniated disks, or tears to different parts of your body – and you may 
need surgery in a number of places. That care is expensive, and we would want 
to look at the cost of that care and make sure that you obtain the appropriate 
care. 
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With these serious injuries in motorcycle accidents, there’s going to continue to 
be problems in the future. So in determining the fair value of a motorcycle case, 
we have to get that information as well from the doctor. Are you going to need 
therapy in the future? Are you going to need more surgeries in the future? Are 
you going to have permanent disfigurement or permanent injuries? We’ll work 
with the appropriate medical professionals, who will obtain MRIs and x-rays, 
to document that information and provide that information to the insurance 
company.

The next thing is missing work. We have to document and make sure we make 
a claim for all those lost wages, both the lost wages that occurred from the day 
of the accident and those in the future. If this injury from this motorcycle acci-
dent means you can’t do your job anymore, and you have to change jobs or go to 
some other type of employment arrangement altogether, we have to make sure 
that we recover that for you.

The last part is the pain and suffering and non-economic damages, like loss 
of enjoyment of life, that you’re going to live with for the rest of your life. While 
those are difficult to value, they’re very important to most people, how an acci-
dent, and a motorcycle accident specifically, impacts their life. 

Do I Need to Have High 
Medical Bills to File a Claim?
Recently, we received a phone call from someone 
who was involved in a motorcycle accident. They 
wanted to know if there was a minimum amount 
of medical bills necessary to make a claim 
against the insurance company. There is no mini-
mum amount of medical bills necessary.

When a client comes into our office for an evalua-
tion, the first thing that I want to know is if they’ve recovered from their injuries 
and if they still have any ongoing problems as a result of this motorcycle acci-
dent. If they have ongoing problems, then we make sure that our clients receive 
the treatment that they need.
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Who Pays My Medical Bills?
Recently, someone gave us a call. They were involved in a serious motorcycle 
accident. They were receiving a lot of medical bills and they wanted to know 
who was going to pay for these medical bills. When someone is involved in a 
motorcycle accident, we immediately begin our investigation. We find out how 
the accident happened, who caused the accident, and ultimately what insur-
ance company is going to be paying for these medical bills.

Do I Need to Provide a Statement?
I met with a gentleman who was involved in a motorcycle accident and was 
injured. In the days leading up to meeting with me, he had been getting repeated 
calls from the insurance company, asking him to give a recorded statement, 
and he was unsure of what his rights and obligations were in regards to those 
requests. 

If you’ve been injured as a result of a motorcycle accident, do not give any 
insurance company any type of statement until you’ve hired an attorney first, 
specifically a board certified civil trial lawyer, with experience handling motor-
cycle cases. The insurance adjusters are trained to ask questions and elicit 
responses that are designed to minimize any payment that they may ultimately 
have to make to you for your injuries. 

Should I Take a Settlement Offer?
I had a motorcycle accident client ask me recently, when we received the initial 
offer from the insurance company, “Should I take it?” My response was that he 
should not, at this point. There’s generally a process that has to occur in these 
cases. The insurance company has to see that that initial offer was low and 
unreasonable. 

Through the process, we can demonstrate where the offer should be through 
depositions, discovery, a trial if we have to, and at the courthouse steps. If we’re 
not able to get them to offer something that’s reasonable and fair, then we’ll try 
the case. Usually that’s the process that has to occur, as opposed to taking that 
initial, lowball, offer. 
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How Long Will This Case Take?
The other day I had a new client call in. He’d been very seriously injured in a 
motorcycle crash. A question he had for me was, “How long will this process 
last?” I told him there are different stages.

The first stage is called pre-suit; it’s before we file a lawsuit. During that time 
period, you would be getting the medical treatment you need to treat your very 
serious injuries from that motorcycle crash. At the end of that time period, we 
would submit a demand, asking that the insurance carrier do the right thing. If 
they don’t, then we will file suit. You must be patient. It can be a lengthy process. 
Typically, we’ll have depositions, we’ll exchange paper discovery, and then we’ll 
have a mediation, which is like a settlement conference. Again, if the insurance 
company doesn’t do the right thing and settle the case at mediation, we get a 
trial date and we would try that case.

Call Our Office Today for a 
Free Consultation
If you need an experienced Florida motorcycle accident attorney, please do not 
hesitate to give us a call to set up a free consultation. We will go over the details 
of your case and let you know what your legal options are as well as what your 
next step should be. We want to make sure you have the best chance at full 
compensation.
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